Reflections on the George Fox Commemorative Conference by Anderson, Paul N.
Digital Commons @ George Fox University
Faculty Publications - College of Christian Studies College of Christian Studies
5-1991
Reflections on the George Fox Commemorative
Conference
Paul N. Anderson
George Fox University, panderso@georgefox.edu
Follow this and additional works at: http://digitalcommons.georgefox.edu/ccs
Part of the Christian Denominations and Sects Commons, and the Christianity Commons
This Article is brought to you for free and open access by the College of Christian Studies at Digital Commons @ George Fox University. It has been
accepted for inclusion in Faculty Publications - College of Christian Studies by an authorized administrator of Digital Commons @ George Fox
University.
Recommended Citation
Previously published in The Friend, May 1991, 149(19), pp. 589-591
nder if we need quite so 
:tall island, and watch sadly 
:w roads are built slicing 
"icultural land. 
•t if there are any villages 
sh Isles that can only be 
1ce visited a village in 
:te foot of mountains on 
ere no roads leading to it. 
d to come by boat. To an 
ned enchanting-for a 
l people it may have mean 
: of much hardship. They 
ging for a road, or perhaps a 
t through their steep hills. 
: heard the advice of a park 
•le laying out new gardens. 
:�at they should not make 
t wait. "And you'll 
>le want their paths". 
�ly Meeting 
fully, for the weeks and 
11g that we will not have 
tidance from the Holy 
te tasks will be laid on us, 
sewhere. 
session will be taken 
>f Custody in the Penal 
Library closure 
House Library will be closed 
1---24 May, before Yearl� 
Friends at 3 pro on Fnday 24 
•pen during the lunch and tea 
· 
of Yearly Meeting. · 
:e is listening to the truth of 
clitus 
The Friend, 10 
Reflections on Fox 
Paul Anderson 
Fox commemorative confer­
at Lancaster university from 25 to 
celebrated, three hundred years 
the contribution of George 
130 scholars and aficionados 
ten countries, the conference 
a major international event. 
half the participants attended from 
the UK (over forty attended from 
"'""''v•.•v� alone), due primarily to the 
job of coordination performed 
last three years by Michael Mullett 
members of Lancaster university's 
of history. By all accounts the 
a tremendous success. 
intriguing was the interaction 
ur.,•v•«. 'll" and those more centrally 
Fox's spiritual contribution. 
n•ttPrPn.rP<: were reflected in the titles 
fifty-six seminar papers, grouped 
such thematic headings as 'George 
the background', 'George Fox's 
and social teachings', and 'Friends 
Friends in English history'. 
imnrort<> however, they found 
discussions fol­
or around a meal 
both interests were furthered 
in that one cannot truly 
Fox's spiritual contribution 
a healthy appreciation of the his­
setting out of which his ministry 
interplay between historical inter­
and its implications also became 
in the dialogues between the plenary 
Especially salient was the tension 
the papers presented by Chris­
Hill (one of the foremost experts on 
century England) and Richard 
American authority on the 
. Hill's presentation launched 
to a lively start, as he argued 
that Quakers had nothing like an unanimous 
peace platform until it became expedient to 
do so immediately after the failed Fifth 
Monarchist uprising of 1661. He also raised 
controversial questions about what the pol­
itical programmes of Quakers might have 
been, and the degree to which Fox could 
accurately be considered the undisputed 
leader of Friends before 1661. 
Needless to say, a vigorous debate 
ensued. Hill was asked how he could make 
such claims in the light of Fox's pacifist refu­
sal to join Cromwell's army, early Quakers' 
nonviolent responses to beatings and impris­
onment, and the fact that Fox left judgment 
to God rather than taking it into human 
hands. Hill's response hinged on the 
assumption that the historical Fox could not 
be considered identical to his portrayal in his 
extensively edited journal, and that original 
political motivations had eventually become 
spiritualised. While all were intrigued by his 
response not all were convinced. 
The following day Richard Greaves posed 
an alternative view. He considered the 
Quaker view of government from 1660 to 
1685 to be not a matter of reforming shat­
tered revolutionary expectations, but a 
vision of the restoration of God's rule above 
and beyond human government. Greaves 
argued that while the 1661 affirmation of 
peace may have been the first 'official' 
Quaker declaration of peace, it broke no 
new ground. It followed directly from Mar­
garet Fell's statement on peace in 1660 and 
was entirely consistent with Friends' atti­
tudes toward magistrates, actions in court, 
commitment to the electoral system and 
even their defiance of penal laws. The 
Quaker 'peace programme' arose not out of 
the disillusionment of a failed rebellion, but 
out of the conviction that only God estab­
lishes kingdoms and governments. Thus, the 
nonviolent restoration of the monarchy was 
viewed hopefully by Friends, who believed 
that the only way forward involved radical 
but peaceful engagement in facilitating the 
active reign of God. This can happen only 
when common people and magistrates live 
responsively to the loving and just leadings 
of God. 
The third plenary address was given by 
Tatiana Pavlova, a political scientist and his­
torian from the Soviet Union. Her topic was 
'George Fox and perestroika in seventeenth 
century England'. Within her presentation 
she developed the thesis that three relation­
ships are germane to authentic perestroika: 
the relationships between God and the indi­
vidual, the individual and society, and 
society and God. Tatiana Pavlova argued 
that prevalent forms of government, includ­
ing marxism, capitalism and institutional 
religion, had generally emphasised one or 
more of these relationships, but not all 
three. Conversely, George Fox and the early 
Quakers seemed to strike an impressive 
balance between all three relationships. 
This, according to Pavlova, provides a way 
forward for contemporary and future 
reformers. 
In addition to these sessions, the confer­
ence planners balanced the schedule with 
events to uplift the soul as well as challenge 
the mind. Along with several meetings for 
worship, the participants were treated to 
various musical and dramatic presentations. 
Especially inspiring were The Leaveners' 
performances of The Fire and the Hammer 
and the story of Anne Wynn Wilson and the 
Quaker Tapestry. Excursions to Swarthmoor 
Hall, Briggfiatts and Cumbrian meeting 
houses also provided a treat, as visits to his­
torical sites served to punctuate impressions 
of the early Quaker movement with fascinat­
ing illustrations and anecdotes. 
The concluding sessions of the conference 
proved to be among the most stirring. Ken­
neth Carroll's presentation on George Fox's 
ministry in America gave a vivid portrayal of 
the pastoral and social concerns inherent to 
Quaker travelling ministry. His account, 
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While Michael Mullett plans 
the proceedings of the conference 
ting conclusion to this report 
impressions of a few of the 
When asked what they thought was 
significant aspect of the 
responses were: 
'The linking of the Quaker 
with the academic discipline of 
faith has nothing to fear about 
historical discipline of seeking it. 
also found it useful to meet a living 
faith.' (Joan Allen, QPS) 
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deeply impressed by the quality of The 
musical performance, followed by the 
theatre story of Anne Wynn Wilson's 
on the beginning of the Quaker Tap­
! thought the life of George Fox, so 
pn�sente:d in this medium, allowed for his 
come through extremely well. Fox was 
by the art form, which balanced the 
track with a spiritual one.' (Ed Higgins, 
Fox College, Newberg, Oregon) 
conference revealed an on-going problem 
the positivism of Quaker historians and 
""'u"'�"' of the more theologically motiv­
. Papers of both kinds could 
more clear about what the writers see 
in the present for their study of the past.' 
Gwynn, Pendle Hill, Philadelphia) 
me the most significant aspects of the con­
have been that there was such diversity of 
de>:-the great and the good of historians of 
the seventeenth century, and the enthusiastic 
amateur, and the Friend seeking insight and 
knowledge and "Truth". The fact is that this 
diversity has created some friction, but friction of 
a creative kind, as Friends face some uncomfort­
able truths, and historians have had to face the 
spiritual dimension of the material they are hand­
ling.' (Christine Trevett, University of Wales) 
'Quakerism is too important to be left to the 
Quakers. In other words, because our discipline is 
one of inwardness we may neglect helpful influen­
ces that come to us from the outside, as well of 
being negligent in sharing what we've found with 
others. Conferences like this cause us to see the 
larger picture of Truth and how our movement fits 
into it.' (John Punshon, Woodbrooke) 
Paul Anderson is the editor of Evangelical Friend, 
Newberg, Oregon, USA. 
Briefly 
The spirit of God is present in the eter­
It comes to some daily, to some 
Most have to be satisfied with 
glimpses as the clouds of 
part. We become aware of a 
a that is eternal, permanent, 
there. It seems not new but familiar, 
but joyfully, lovingly known as a 
friend with us now, not a figure 
from the past or one to come 
future but here and now, immedi-
to change our lives. 
that looks only and talks only of 
of no use to me, no help. I cannot 
by words written in great books 
of years ago even though they 
inspired by divine revelations. Of 
truth is always the same and is indi­
but the fullness of truth is not yet 
to us; the mystery and wonder 
God reveals more aspects of that 
as we humans are able to under-
10 May 1991 
truth for ourselves. If you seek you will be 
rewarded with the joy of self-discovery 
because we find God within our own heart. 
Then we can go forward cheerfully under­
standing that the ideas and beliefs of the past 
can live as they are enlarged and moulded to 
the present. The new revelation, amplifying 
the past truths, guarantees the genuineness 
of what has gone before and marks 
humanity's progress towards a fuller under­
standing. 
Peter Tatton-Brown 
Facing senility 
Senile dementia causes anguish and poses imposs­
ible dilemmas both for sufferers and their fam­
ilies. In BBC2's Who cares now? Mrs Godfrey 
goes to Rawalpindi, Jonathan Miller will be intro­
ducing the story of a 78-year-old Eastender, who 
suffers from increasing senile dementia but who 
wishes to remain in her own home. Her own and 
her families' points of view are explored. The pro­
gramme will be at 5 pm on 14 May. 
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